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The beating heart of the rain 
María José Ferrada (text) 
Marco Paschetta (illustration)    
Before even becoming one, the drop of water dreams of 
the golden beams a smiling sun. She will soon begin her 
journey. Will you join her?
     

The protagonist of this book is a drop of water. In the be-
ginning she sleeps at the bottom of the sea. The sunbeams 
come to wake her up, inviting her to embark on a journey 
where she will meet new friends: some are fascinating, 
fantastic creatures, but others  are also other drops of 
water that, just like her, up there in the sky, begin to feel 
cold... They will decide to come together in search of heat. 
 

In this book, the poetic words of María José Ferrada and 
the delicate illustrations of Marco Paschetta transform 
the water cycle into a sweet metaphorical journey of self-
awareness.
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María José Ferrada (Temuco,Chile, 1977) holds a degree in 
journalism from the Diego Portales University and a Master in 
Asian Studies from the University of Barcelona. Since 2005 
she has written for leading national and international publis-
hers. She has been invited to represent Chile at the book fairs 
in Guadalajara (Mexico), Turin (Italy) and Bogotá (Colombia). 
She has been awarded numerous literary awards. Her book 
Un jardín, illustrated by Isidro Ferrer (A buen paso, 2016), 
was awarded by the Banco del Libro de Venezuela as the best 
children’s book; the same year it also received an honorable 
mention at the Ragazzi Awards of the Bologna International 
Children’s and Youth Book Fair (2017). 

 
Marco Paschetta (Cuneo, Italia, 1979) is an illustrator and 
self-taught comic-book author. In Spain he has collaborated 
with Bang Ediciones; in France with Dupuis Éditions and Ma-
gellan Éditions; in Italy with Panini Edizioni, EDT Giralangolo, 
La Lettura supplement of the Corriere della sera newspaper, 
Internazionale magazine, Illustrati, Mondadori, Eli Reader, Sol-
ferino. His work has appeared in Le immaginni della fantasia, 
Sarmede International Illustration Exhibition (Italy) and in the 
Sharjah Children’s Reading Festival (United Arab Emirates). 
He teaches illustration at the Turin International Comic School 
(Italy) and holds illustration workshops with children.
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