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35 WOMEN WHO CHANGED THE WORLD



AMELIA
EARHART

AVIATOR

UNITED S TATES ,  1897-1937

Amelia was lucky: her mother allowed her to climb trees and get dirty because 
she didn’t think women had to stay quiet and just smile.

She studied science and mechanics, although the lack of money and a disease 
kept her away from her passion: planes. But Amelia never gave up. She wor-
ked as a nurse during the war, as a photographer, a truck driver and a telephone 
operator, until she saved enough to buy her first plane: a yellow one called “The 
Canary” like the birds. 

She was the first woman to ever fly solo across the Atlantic ocean. What she did 
was so brave and unique that the President welcomed her at the White House 
to congratulate her in person. Since then, she was called the Queen of Air and 
became a celebrity.

All of a sudden all women wanted to be adventurous and free like her: her shoes, 
her hat and even her glasses became fashion items.

She founded the association for female pilots called The 99. She even got to be 
vice president of an airline and she established a new record: she was the first 
woman to ever cross the American continent by herself. 

She was always searching for new adventures, and in her last flight she ran out of 
oil and her plane disappeared. In spite of the efforts, she was never found. She 
has become a symbol of freedom for all women ever since. We know we can fly 
because Amelia has already done it. 

“Women, like men, should try and do the 
impossible. And when they fail, their failure 

should be a challenge to others”. 

10



angela davis
HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST

UNITED S TATES ,  194 4

When Angela was young, people with dark skin like her could not share 
schools, buses or restaurants with white men in the United States. It was the 
Racial Segregation time.

One day, a racist group called Ku Klux Klan bursted into her school and killed 
four girls. This marked her forever, she felt the world was a hostile place for 
her people and she had to do something about it. 

As she was an excellent student, she was given a scholarship to study phi-
losophy at a University in Germany, where she prepared with the best tea-
chers and became a specialist in human rights. She was one of the first ra-
dical feminists in her country. She protested, wrote and founded a political 
party as she searched for all the possible ways of changing the destiny of the 
world, demanding equal rights for both white and black people, women and 
men, rich and poor. 

She was so insistent that in order to silence her protests she was charged of a 
crime she didn’t commit. In jail, they didn’t let her share the prison ward with  
the white women. Angela became enraged: if she was going to be incarcera-
ted unjustly, she wanted to have the same rights as the other prisoners. They 
had to get her out of the segregated area. 

Once she was freed, she wasn’t scared and continued protesting. Today 
she’s a writer, professor, political activist, public speaker and advisor. Her 
fight for human rights and equal marriage, and against capital punishment 
and sexism has made her one of the most important and listened women of 
our time. And she will be for a long time. 

“I’m no longer accepting the things 
I cannot change, I’m changing the 

things I can’t accept”.
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beyoncé
SINGER, COMPOSER, DANCER,

ACTRESS AND RECORD PRODUCER.

UNITED S TATES ,  1981

Since she was a little girl, Beyoncé knew her destiny was to sing and dance. So 
much, that when she turned 8 her father put together a band for her along with 
her sister and two other friends she rehearsed with all day long.

With some variations, that group eventually became Destiny’s Child, a com-
mercial hit around the globe that sold sixty million records and made the musical 
soundtrack for many Hollywood movies.

However, Beyoncé, the lead singer, felt like the band didn’t represent what she 
truly wanted to do and say with her music, and in the middle of their great success 
she left the band to start a solo career as a singer and actress. 

Her family was really mad about this, and critics were expecting her to fail, but 
Beyoncé followed her heart and wrote her own songs with a strong feminist 
message. She was very politically engaged, defending women’s rights, specially 
African American women like her. Her songs climbed up in all rankings and she 
received awards, praise from the critics, and the love of her lifelong fans as well as 
new ones who understood her message. 

Today Beyoncé has become a female pop icon, she’s a prestigious artist and a 
feminist model for many generations. She sold a hundred thousand copies as 
a solo artist, she’s the woman with more Grammy nominations in history and 
according to Forbes magazine, the most influential woman in the music industry. 

“Self worth is determined by you.
You don’t have to depend on 

someone telling you who you are”
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CHIMAMANDA 
NGOZI ADICHIE

WRITER

N I G E R I A ,  197 7

Chimamanda was born in Nigeria, a really poor country in Africa, and 
although she studied medicine, she became interested in literature. 
She studied in the United States and started writing poems and plays. 
Although her books won several awards, Chimamanda wasn’t recogni-
zed internationally until she gave some talks online that were viewed by 
more than five million people.
 
In the first talk she said that her desire for writing was born when she 
was a child, because she loved reading but all books in Nigeria were 
about white girls from the United States, and none about girls like her. 
She wanted to tell her own stories. For herself, and for other women 
like her. So that they felt represented by their skin colour, their music, 
their villages, their parents, their games, the way they fixed their hair 
and their native language. 
 
The second talk is called We should all be feminists and explains why it is 
so important for men and women to have the same rights, opportunities 
and possibilities since childhood, in order to create a more fair world.
 
The singer Beyoncé was so moved by her words she wrote songs with 
some of her ideas, which gave Chimamanda even more popularity, and 
the message reached many more women. Despite having very different 
styles and some disagreements, Chimamanda and Beyoncé both agree 
on the fact that the more united women there are, and the more we 
respect each other, the stronger the message.

“Everyone who calls 
themselves a feminist,

is a feminist”. 
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Wonderful women from all times 
who were brave enough to raise 

their voices. Actors, doctors, 
scientists, musicians, activists: none 

of them was a princess nor did 
they have superpowers. They were 
not perfect nor infallible, but they 
changed the world by acting with 
courage and freedom, by fighting 
for their rights and all women’s.

Carolina Aguirre and Eliana Iñiguez, 
best friends and feminists, partner 

up to create the book they wish 
they’d have to color when they 
were little girls: full of stories 

and inspiring quotes of their own 
personal choice of superheroines.


