
Atacama. 
Where are the viscachas going?  
Pato Mena 
(text and illustration)    
The viscachas love to busk in the sun on top of boulders, 
but in the desert it is not always easy to rech them, since 
there could be other animals lurking. Which animals? If 
you want to know, pay attention to the signs given by 
the big viscacha.
     

The viscachas are friendly rodents that live in the Ataca-
ma desert and love to bask in the sun together as a fa-
mily. They are always attentive to what the big viscacha 
–that watches over them– indicates so that they are all 
safe from the animals and the calamities that inhabit the 
impressive desert landscapes. When night falls, it will be 
the youngest in the family that will notice the gift that the 
desert offers them at the end of the day.
Just as he already did in Onsen. What are the monkeys 
doing?, Pato Mena plays with words, illustrations and pic-
tograms to tell a story that will arouse the curiosity of all 
his readers. 
 

In addition, in this new work, the author reveals the won-
drous biodiversity of the Atacama desert, the animals 
that inhabit it, its colors, its landscapes and its majestic 
night sky. 
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+ 3 years

Pato Mena (Santiago de Chile, 1980), a writer and illustra-
tor of children’s literature and comics, has published several 
titles. His books have been published in Spain, Chile, the USA, 
France, Italy, Argentina, Korea, China, Japan and Macedo-
nia. In 2022, he obtained for the second time the Marta Bru-
net (Early Childhood) National Prize for Children’s Literatu-
re in Chile for his book Onsen. What are the monkeys doing? 
and in 2020 he was selected by the Cuatro Gatos Founda-
tion (USA) together with the Research Group (LIEL) of the 
Castilla-La Mancha University, as one of the 25 significant 
Ibero-American authors of picture books today. He has won 
several prizes. Also, in 2017 he won the Best Picture Book 
award at the International Latino Awards, held in Los An-

geles, USA. He currently lives and works in Barcelona.   
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