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A letter’s imaginary journey  
is never easy. 

 

 

 

 

 

After spending a sleepless night, thinking about what to say to Mr. Lairla, Ms. 

González writes a letter whose smell of cherries, exactly like Mr. Lairla’s pipe tobacco, 

will catch the attention of the mailman who will undertake an exciting trip to deliver it. 

Thus begins a story in which different levels of reality are chained together. A 

unique book where every metaphor is likely to become a literal image, so that the reader 

will accompany this letter from the mailman’s bag, through a ditch, a fish’s belly, a giant’s 

throat and many more places until it lands in the hands of Mr. Lairla. 

The journey of a love letter becomes a dreamed adventure in the pages of this 

admirably constructed book. 

First published by the FCE (Mexico) in 2000; winner of an honourable mention 

in the III Illustrated Contest A la orilla del viento; winner of the first place in the V 

International Prize for Children and Youth 2000 of CONACULTA (Mexico); this 

picturebook is now presented in a new edition completely renewed, at the level of 

image, text and design. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sergio Lairla (Zaragoza, 1960) has been writing children’s stories for nearly 30 years. He is also a children’s 
books critic and gives lectures and courses in creative writing. His works have won numerous awards and 
mentions and have been translated into a dozen languages. Together with Ana G. Lartitegui he is the author 
of El libro de la suerte, published by A buen paso. 
 
Ana G. Lartitegui is an illustrator whose first illustrated book was published in 1989, since then she has been 
working as a children’s books illustrator and scholar. She coordinates the Círculo Hexágono, a study group and 
its short essay collection in Zaragoza, Spain, as well as the monographic magazine Fuera [de] Margen. With A 
buen paso she has published El libro de la suerte, Euskadi Prize for Illustration 2015. 

 


