


The smartphone has become more important in the past 

few years. Calling is almost a side issue: we use Whatsapp, 

Instagram, Twitter and are online almost all day. It even seems 

that we look more often at our smartphone than at our loves 

ones. It’s a fantastic bonus that this favorite accessory comes 

with a camera. Because when you get to know the camera, you 

can make beautiful pictures almost anywhere and anytime.

WATCH  &  SEE 
 

Photography is especially watching and seeing. Photography makes it possible to capture 

moments in your life, so you can return to those later. Photos have the power to make 

you travel through time and to make distance seems insignificant. It doesn’t matter which 

camera you use for this. It’s all about the result: the picture, a tangible memory. Such a 

photograph says more about the photographer than about the camera which was being 

used. A good picture is a reflection of who you are, at the moment you take it. You can 

show the world through your eyes with a photo. Wonderfully, is it not?  

 

Who you are, what you see and capture, is the most important thing for a good photo. 

The camera is just an extension of what your eyes see. 

 

Take a look at the pictures on the following two pages. What’s the first thing you think 

while you watch the picture of the two children? And what do you think when you look at 

the lighthouse? Keep the things you notice in mind while you read the rest of this book. 

This may be anything: composition, color, quality. Choose which picture is most appealing 

to you. 

9



Some information about these two photos: the first one is made with little light. It was 

morning and the curtains were closed. Therefore, it’s a bit blurred and out of balance. You 

can see this for example on the hand on the right side, this is relatively way too big, or 

the crooked wallpaper. The photo was made with the camera of my old smartphone, an 

iPhone 5, which costs approximately €15,- apart from the device. 

 

The light was perfect at the second picture. Also, the picture is relatively straight and 

there’s almost no noise. The photo was made with my professional SLR camera and lens, 

which costs together over €4000,-. 

With these two pictures, I want to show you that the camera is nothing more than an 

instrument. A picture is good if something happens with you when you watch it. When 

you feel emotions, when you’re wondering. You don’t make a real picture with a camera, 

but with your eyes and heart.  

 

The moment between my children would have been lost if I had not my smartphone with 

me on the morning of the first picture. This is also the biggest benefit of photographing 

with your smartphone: you’re carrying always a camera with you. 

The better you get to know you smartphone camera, the better you can let that camera 

make what your eyes see. Because you have even with a relatively simple camera as the 

one in your smartphone a lot of options. 
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PHOTOGR APHING 
WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE 

 

 

PROS 

# A smartphone is light, handy and suits easily in your bag or pocket. 

# You’re carrying your smartphone almost always with you, so you don’t have 

 to miss a photo moment. 

# Smartphone photography is not an expensive hobby: the camera is in your 

 smartphone anyhow, and accessories are mostly affordable. 

# You can make more inconspicuous photos with your smartphone than with a 

 large SLR camera, as a result you can capture spontaneous moments.

# You can share photos of a smartphone directly on social media. 

# Photographing via your smartphone or an app is very user-friendly and 

 you can edit smartphone pictures directly with one of the many editing 

 apps.

# Almost all smartphones have standard GPS, which allows you to see where 

 your pictures were made.

# Via Wi-Fi, you can easily send your smartphone photos to your computer, 

 Dropbox or others.  

CO NS 

# The camera in your smartphone has low light-sensitivity, which makes 

	 photographing	difficult	under	dark	circumstances.	

# The sensor of your smartphone is in general smaller than the sensor of 

 compact or SLR cameras. This makes the quality of your photos less. 

# Making a large print (larger than A4) from a photo made with a 

 smartphone camera is usually not possible without visible quality loses. 

# A smartphone is often sensitive very for noise. 

# There are fewer accessories available for smartphones than for other 

 cameras. 

# Smartphone cameras usually do not have zoom lens.

# Not all smartphone cameras can handle DNG (see page 110).



D I Y  Favorites 

 
Look up your favorite photos and 

ask yourself why these pictures stir 

you. Is it because of the technique 

which is used to make the photos, 

the memory behind it or maybe both? 

Is there a theme to discover in the 

photos you choose?



 

A smartphone lends itself perfectly for snapshots, 

but it’s also possible to make clearer and sharper photos 

with it. And that’s not difficult at all. 



WR IT I NG  WITH  L I GHT
Photography means literally ‘writing with light’. Light is the 

most important element to get a good picture. The camera in 

your smartphone is less sensitive to light than for example a 

SLR camera, which makes it extra important to make sure you 

have enough light to make a photo. So be always aware of the 

light around you.

NO I SE 
 

When the camera in your smartphone has little light, there occurs noise in your picture. 

It’s impossible with a smartphone camera to show and detect realistic colors if there is a 

lack of light. You recognize noise as minor deviations in the color of the pixels (building 

blocks) of your photo. Between pixels with the correct colors are pixels with blue, green or 

red pixels. If the noise is extreme, a picture may become blurred.

 

 

SE ARCH  FOR  THE  L I GHT
 

Too little light causes not only noise with your smartphone, but also moving images. So 

always find a way to catch as much light as possible. Go to a window, step out of the 

shade or turn on a light. Look around and look for the lightest place in your area. Be 

careful with using a built-in flash: this makes your photos usually not more beautiful.

 THE LIGHT IS AT BEST DURING THE SO-CALLED ‘GOLDEN HOUR’, THE PERIOD 
 JUST AFTER SUNRISE AND JUST BEFORE SUNSET. GO ESPECIALLY DURING 
 THAT TIME ON YOUR WAY! 
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HAR D 
SUNLI GHT
 

You would think that a lot of sunlight is 

perfect for your picture. Direct sunlight 

makes hard, often annoying shadows 

unfortunately. A little cloudy that filters 

the sunlight is ideal. This way your photo 

gets evenly lightened. You can see this 

on the picture on the next page.



(foto zonder zonlicht)



CLE AN  LENS
 

The simplest and most important tip: make sure you have a clean lens. A smartphone 

is in your pocket or bag all day, where it’s easy to collect dust and dirt. Especially 

fat fingerprints gives haze at your photo. Just brush before shooting makes a huge 

difference. Take a look at the two pictures on this page.

 

AVO ID  THE 
ZOOM  FUNC T I ON 
 

It seems so handy, the zoom function on the camera of your smartphone. However, this 

works differently from the zoom on SLR cameras. There’s usually a ‘digital zoom’ on your 

smartphone, which means you’re blowing up a part of the original picture. This is at the 

expense of the quality: the picture is more granular and less sharp. You can also make a 

cut out of the picture later on. 

 THERE ARE NOWADAYS SMARTPHONES AVAILABLE WITH A SO-CALLED 
 ‘OPTICAL ZOOM’. HEREWITH YOU CAN ZOOM IN WITHOUT LOSING QUALITY. 
 THESE SMARTPHONES ARE NEWER AND SPECIALIZED IN PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 WHEN YOU HAVE DOUBTS OF WHAT KIND OF ZOOM FUNCTION YOUR 
 SMARTPHONE HAS, JUST GOOGLE THE BRAND AND MODEL. 
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HOR I ZONTAL  S TR A I GHT 
Our eyes and brains have a kind of built-in level, which makes sure you see the horizon in 

reality always straight. Your smartphone has no eyes, so you see it directly in your photos 

if you keep it just a little crooked. Photos with a crooked horizon makes you feel like 

you’re drunk and that’s not the feeling you want to evoke. So make sure you keep your 

smartphone as straight as possible while making pictures. 

 IT’S DIFFICULT TO MAKE STRAIGHT PICTURES WHILE HOLDING YOUR 
 SMARTPHONE. MOST SMARTPHONES HAVE AN OPTION BUILD-IN TO USE 
 GUIDELINES, WHICH HELP YOU TO PHOTOGRAPH A STRAIGHT HORIZON. THIS 
 IS CALLED A RASTER. STILL A BIT CROOKED? IT’S ALSO POSSIBLE TO USE AN 
 PHOTO EDITING APP AFTERWARDS TO GET THE HORIZON RIGHT.



VER T I C AL  S TR A I GHT
Did you keep your smartphone horizontal, but are your pictures still crooked? Than you 

have probably rotated unaware your smartphone vertically. The raster may help you, but 

this is not always enough for vertical lines. In some apps it’s possible to straighten vertical 

crooked photos. Instagram is one of the apps you can do this with. You can read more 

about this in the chapter ‘Photo editing’.

 

K EEP  C ALM
 

Your smartphone is light and handy. Really practical of course, but the lighter a camera is, 

the harder it is to keep it completely calm. You can see every move of your hand while you 

took the picture in the photo. So make sure you hold your smartphone as calm as possible 

to prevent a moved image. This is especially important if it’s darker. For example, you can 

put your smartphone on a wall. It also works often to press your arms against your body 

and to hold your breath while you take the picture. 

Tip: there are special tripods available for smartphones. These are useful to stabilize your 

smartphone if you have less light. You can also use them to make more advanced selfies.

28



SHAR P  PHOTOS
 

Most of the pictures you make with your smartphone are sharp throughout the picture. 

Because the camera image sensor is usually relatively small (more about this on page 

108) it’s hard to create blur in the background. Even though, it’s still important to focus 

on your subject to make sure the topic is the way you want it. You can do this on most 

smartphones by touching the right place on the screen. 

The best way to get blur in the background is to make a photo as close as possible. The 

closer you get to a topic, the more blurred it gets behind it. Don’t forget to focus on your 

subject. Another benefit of making a picture close to your subject is that you do not have 

to cut the picture afterwards, which degrade the quality. In the next chapter you will find 

tips for making close-ups. 

H D R  M O DE
 

Some smartphones have HDR mode. HDR stands for High Dynamic Range. 

Photographing in HDR means that a number of pictures are taken shortly after each other 

with different settings. These photos are merged into one photo, whereby your camera 

tries to use the best parts of the photograph. The HDR function can be useful if you want 

to make a picture of a setting with high contrasts. For example when you’re working 

with backlighting. If you use HDR make sure you keep your camera as calm as possible 

because minor differences in the individual pictures can give a blurred image.

Choose a small object which you can carry 

with you for a week. It can be anything: a 

book, a doll or car or maybe your sunglasses. 

Photograph your chosen object at the different 

locations you visit that week. You’re object 

goes on an adventure this way while you 

capture its story. Evaluate after a week the 

pictures you’ve made. What do you notice? What 

would you have done differently?

D I Y  traveling
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