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DON'T STARE
Most dogs find each eye contact intimidating. But a dog that 

grows up with people from an early age can learn that looking at 

things does not have to be threatening. Nevertheless, it is wise 

not to look directly into the eyes of an unknown dog. The animal 

can then feel threatened and react unexpectedly out of fear. 

Maybe he barks, growls at you or snaps at you. If a dog you 

know well, dares to look full in the eye, he trusts you completely.

SO OWNER, SO DOG
People like to choose a dog that looks 

like them. Have you ever noticed that 

people with reddish hair are often in the 

company of a long-haired spaniel and 

small, tough men

often in that of a bulldog? 

Japanese research has shown 

that people also like to choose 

a dog for the look in their eyes: 

they would be the same as their 

own eyes.
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Give the dog the opportunity to recover 

from a stressful situation, ensure 

sufficient rest (and therefore a pleasant 

and quiet place to sleep).

When you train with your dog, do this 

dosed; short training sessions with a 

step-by-step structure and reward well 

and timely.

Work on a good socialization 

and maintenance.

Keep calm and remove the dog 

from a nasty situation if 

necessary.

Avoid corrections as much as possible. 

Never correct physically and teach the 

dog what behavior you expect from him. 

Source: Tinley behavioral therapy for animals
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Tail medium
The dog is confident.

Stares very high
The dog is very confident. 

This has nothing to do with 

aggression, except if there are 

aggression behaviors, in which 

case there is self-assured 

aggression. Self-assured 

aggression is especially 

recognizable by the forwarded 

corners of the mouth.

Tail low
Your dog does not feel at 

ease. He is insecure.

Tail between the hind legs
Your dog is scared and insecure. 

Even with a whippet this tail 

position is very common.
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Food as a reward

Most dogs are crazy about food. There is nothing they would 

not want to do for a piece of cake, a candy, a piece of sausage 

or cheese. Some dogs do everything for a carrot. And you can 

use that fact nicely if you want to teach him something new. 

Please note that you do not learn to eat too many 'bad' snacks. 

This is because many reward moments occur during intensive 

training. Then it is smarter to use special honey sausage, dog 

treats or dried meat. Your dog will also love it and are more 

responsible than a piece of sausage from the keurslager. Some 

dogs even like to work for their own kibbles. Then use a 

portion of regular meals.

Exchange the rewards and do not forget: time and attention 

are also a reward. 'Good, good dog' makes your dog happy 

too. And some dogs find nothing as great as being rewarded 

with a ball.
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Dog breed
Move and play with your dog

A dog must be able to 
move. Weather or no 
weather, you will have to 
let him out. The good news 
is: that is also good for you.
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Teaching a lesson

Raising a dog can be very difficult. An obedience course 
or puppy course is often not a luxury.

Of course you do not have to make a circus dog from your dog. 

But it is important that your dog listens to you when it really 

matters. For example, if you open the tailgate of your car to let 

your dog out, he must wait until you are sure that it is safe to 

cross. Or if he runs next to you while you're on the bike. With a 

puppy you can go to a puppy course, so that he learns to 

behave as you like. You get to master the basic com-mandos 

together and you learn how your dog looks at you. For example, 

non-verbal communication for a dog is far more important than 

verbal communication. On the basis of a gesture, dogs react to 

commands and much better

then on the spoken: 'Search!' for example.
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slapen
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